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Molecular Signaling Mechanism behind Myocardial Fibrosis and

Advances in Novel Inhibitors

Zheng Haiqing'?, Ying Miaofa', Gu Shenglong'?, Zhao Rui', Jin Yecheng', Li Mingxing'*
(‘Department of Pharmacy, Sir Run Run Shaw Hospital, School of Medicine, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310016, China;
*Department of Pharmacy, Xiasha Hospital Hangzhou, Hangzhou 310018, China)

Abstract Myocardial fibrosis (MF) is an important pathological process of myocardial remodeling, and
causes heart failure and even death. The main pathological basis of myocardial fibrosis is the abnormal proliferation
of fibroblasts and substantial conversion to myofibroblasts in myocardium, and metabolic disorders of myocardial
extracellular matrix that leads to deposition of it. The molecular mechanism of myocardial fibrosis is complicated,
and previous studies have confirmed that several of signaling pathways were involved in the regulation of myocar-
dial fibrosis. This article reviews the signaling transduction involved in the regulation of myocardial fibrosis, and
summarizes the research progress of novel signaling inhibitors.
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A3 FAE S HLE], F IME BB VR S LT T T
){_:T\[llo

1 CFsFIpL AL 4ERREAEME & S O {ER

FEO A LT, CEsAL T O ILIE 5, 2 A Bk R
FAC M. IV, VRO EZEYM ., EIERFOULA,
CFshb T 2ARAS, Retl = A8 3L 51 4 )8 55 1 B (matrix
metalloproteinases, MMPs) 1 3t Jii 4 J& & 11 [ 20 21
#4155 (tissue inhibitors of matrix metalloproteinase,
TIMPs), MMPs 1] DA B fifi 40 i 40 55 )53, TIMPs RE % 417
HIMMPs S P, 15820 i A1 35 57 1) &5 B4k T 3h -1
0, 252 3 HoAh RS, CRs# 0T, R A7 H
WHE . PR SRR RS RN, — &
A IR CFs R A 20 1 2 1Y 1) B 46, A DR DL 1l 21 44 4
J, AR 3t 20 R 1 3 I ) 43k, 5| R A P A 3 P FE T
N, A FBMFRRAE . WA 4E40 f 32 2407 10
Meps, A mDL. MARIE R AR, REES
/b SMF )R B R A G, HATHE IR I, 1
ANE R R a4 M R LB 5Kk 0 B, 2
FRR BRI AN ML UICFs FEM AT 4E40 M. b R 40 i e
B 1) 78 o 1 40 M 55 2 W A O LR AT 4E A B . 55
CFsAHEL, WU AEA0 i BENS & BRI 73 6 BE 22 (1) 41 Y
AN, AR HEMFR AR A

2 MFA5ER7FIESHLE
2.1 WREEEANEE-3-ABE/E B AEEBIS S 1B SMF

Tl HE TR AL 3-8 (phosphatidylinositol 3-kinases,
PI3Ks) & — 7™ BE 7 WLEE I 347 B3 I A4, 1ol I 1t JUL e T
JIE B Bl X, BT S RS R TS A I PI3K s o
Tl R 10 % i Tk JUL B2.4,5- — 1% R (phosphatidylinositol
4,5-bisphosphate, PIP2)Jf % {t, Jy i Jig it JUL 153,4,5-
— 1% 2 JUL B% (phosphatidylinositol 3,4,5-trisphosphate,
PIP3), ¥ T Ui I 8 BB (protein kinase B, PKB
Bl Akt)Fl A% B2 UL B A4 8t 1 3 - 1 (Phosphoinositide-
dependent kinase-1, PDK-1), jE{L[F) PI3Ks/Akt {5
5 BRI T B R U A S R an S T AL 2 A )
1/2(tuberous sclerosis complex 1/2, TSC1/2). {41
B [ Bad. WA T3 (glycogen synthase kinase 3,
GSK3)%E ik, MMM A K. EfE. T8 K&
R A AriG sh .

TR I, O WUBGET 440 i - PI3K s/ Akt S 51l
P& P A AE YA T 0 JL 20 B o0 5 o 1) R rh B

MIAE R o i/ iU 4 2E K R -BB(platelet-derived
growth factor-BB, PDGF-BB)J& — ™ & Z [ 2
SR T, fe %5 (L PDGF-B/PI3K/AKt5 5 i@ i, i
FCFsIG T I A VLT AR M, 36900 SR 2 1 1)
B, FEMFRIRAES FETTE R, RSB
F RGN A YE 12155 557 (tumor necrosis factor-like weak
inducer of apoptosis, TWEAK)5 0> JJE 8544, T REFE
5 MFI) & A % 1A 5% TWEAKGRE % 11 ] PI3K/
AkHE Tl BTG AL, SO E T, KIEO
JEORAF T RERY. OB BIE 9T R I, 72 SR O BE R RS
M, miR-26a3% A _E i I i HLPI3K/AKtE 5, HE AN
p-Akt. MMP-9(matrix metalloproteinase-9). o->F I
HLWLEN & F (a-smooth muscle actin, 0-SMA)IF] % iA,
FHIEMFR AN, bR, PBK/AKZ S T 0L
I KMF IR A, 0] 7 PI3K/AKE 5 18 B (75 1L,
A BT e LA .

22 HBUEKRETF-PESEESMF

Al A= K A F--B(transforming growth factor-B,
TGF-B)& — 28 F B & 5l 48 A A0 bk T 248 Al 70 0 1)
|E, 59 R I TGF-B2 kg &, FEmid
TGF-p/Smadsf& T il ¥ K E £V 7 Ihie, | 255
WERRTE RS e R 45 R S A i AE I /. AR e ok
JB5, TGF-BY5 SR 4 6 7= A e = SR AR 45, T A4 i
i H 2 AR AH K () Smads i H P AR BB S, R AR
A M AZ TR 5 T R R ) SRR DRI AT R BN,
TGF-BLE V15 AT AE LRI G 5 . 1 S At i 41
J5RK) A2 B A o AR b K 4% F AR ], TGF-B1/Smad (&
G525 T O R AN, TGE-BLRE# 7
CFsor b UL AT 4 20 B, 3t B SR 2 1 1) -2,
FO LA AL,

A0 58 R B, 75K B.CFsH, TGF-B Ll i i 4k,
Smad315 5 1 % G hn i 2 iR 4 Ak B (lysyl oxidase,
LOX) 3 P4 A1 38, LOXHE 2 BELFIIITAY i J5 &
TR IS BN, TR R A A 4 IR R B 1, 5 SMF &
O LT e ZE AL, RO WU R B AL, 2 [
V5 W BE 98 H01 1 TGF-B/Smads {5 5 18 B 3% 16,
Smad2. Smad3 )& iE, HHSmad7 )KL, i
MFALC UL EE 4 (g g AR, it — 20 it 53 R B, 1
B R e I DR R Hh, S R TLRE 0% 417 |
TGF-B1/Smad2/5 5 i % FIWE 1k, i3t K B AIME!),
LA _E#F 7t % B, TGF-B/Smadfs 5 i #% 1% 1L /EMF
AL UV A AR T R B = AR, (R R TR



270

SR A A, I 51— 28R 5%
23 2 FFUHNERAEHEESEESMF

22 22 )35 A I B B U (mitogen activated pro-
tein kinases, MAPKSs) & — P 4 1) 22 28 1%/ 75 2 I
TR B, 35 gl B AME 5 U T O 1/2 (extracel -
lular signal regulated kinase 1/2, ERK1/2). ERKS.
p38MAPK I 2, 3 7K ity ¥4 i (c-jun N-terminal kinase,
INK)ZH . MAPKSsE 5l B A7 T Z M atife b, A
SRNG5S AR S A%, KA = R
715 )2 S (MAPKKK —~MAPKK —~MAPK), 0 T il
IR 5+, Z 5B RR G e T 5
RN,

ERK1/2. p38MAPKFIINK{E AMAPKs{ 5 il #
MEEHAR TG, | 2 S 5MFIE R R, 753 hE
T A 0 UL L o, ERK /2. p38SMAPKFIINK ) %
ik B, SUERMFR R AR, /8T H 5 R85 MAPKSs
S5 B, X RS S OMERIEGRTERY., B
W50 R B, 351 AR MFI i 25 5 1 8 45 7
AL RARE AL VT HLERK /2. p3SMAPKIE %, ki1
R 5 I RIA, (3t 8 R Tk RIS S0 LA
MO BETE Ak, 58 Ak 25 AR 770 SRV 40 2 R e
FP e FR O BT T R I, TGF-BLEERS 5 30
WLEF 28 41 i A B AR AN 404k, BT, TS i S A )
Fik, FHIEILERK1/2. p38MAPK (B 1L, 1% H
A Z A TGE-B 10 1] 77ISB43 1542 il fig 1% 411
)0 FIL 2T 24 4 P (40 189 5 F0 23 4K %.CFs, $1#I TGE-B1
75 FMFRHEFERY . |tk W %0, ERK1/2. p38MAPK
A JE 5 g S5 ) B CFs I 23 AL T MEF
2.4 RhoA/RhoHEE(E S B SMF

Rho# HJ& T Rasi K /Ny FGTPEE H, 1%
RhoA. RhoB. RhoC 3# 51k, 7£ 7 %] F BA &
FE EVEYE, HEA MBI AEY = D6e, EES 5%
YNNG S HEEE. P R A R E AR s, H
BT 9058 7 28 1 & Rho A, JL 32 B p piaA 45 46 155
GTPHEG4E M. GTP/GDP4E &k, RN 4s 38 [
IR, Hb, GTPREg 45 M I FGTP/GDP4 & 13k
FEAE M R KMAGTP, N4 -G8 B /E - 2 AR
WA A5 5, FRHE R vty 15 B 445 A0 A B4R F A 4% 40
B %2, Rho¥# ¥ (Rho kinase, ROCK)ZRhoA T Jif I
FEES T, BT 258/ H IR E QB R, &
25 A BTROCK 1 FTIROCK 2. 3 14 IRho A4 i

TUFROCK 1285 [, f# HILEK 2K A 42 FE 0 FR ¥ (myosin
light chain phosphatase, MLCP)f B2 1k, 4% 0o UL 4T
M) IE5E . st T8, S 50045, LIUEXR
MMFEE I HE

I 7C & B, RhoA/ROCKZ 5 1 0 LT 4E
JEMEF (1) 95 B ok B K 300 4 FH E — 1% 6 4111 | Rho A/
ROCK/2 Y] 5 A5 Tl i s AL, | 2 U E a0
IR AL, P K BB JEMF I & Y. 534, B
J& = 1IIE L RhoA/ROCKAE S il %, 5 WLk ifl 7
FEVE R BB R AEMF; SR F I 3% J2 In e R 132 44
15 PUFAISB-710411F Fill B2 % 1 il Rho A ¥ i 1) 3 1,
NHROCKIFIROCK2HE [ ik, KIE L AIRI 1
AP TR, 1RO AR, JE mT
IR A % 41 il Rho A/ROCKAE 5 18 % 1 3% A6 - 34 n B
Wik 20 M2 B A0 36 1Y 4y 1 I 3R 3k, O LBEBE f5 MF
BT = AL T AR IR 9T A P
2.5 JanusHEB/(E S5 RBEFIE 5B
5MF

Janus¥¥ M (Janus kinases, JAKs) & — K JE 52 14
T S BR W, L FEIAK L. JAK2. JAK3 K TYK2;
LB PIIAE 5 ¥ 5 5 5 0TS T (signal transducer
and activator of transcription, STAT)Z & 2 % 74~ i
1, BISTAT1. STAT2. STAT3. STAT4. STATSA.
STAT5B [ STAT6. JAKsHEWS 54 [A 132 ARG £
PEARIE, 18 B IR R I B R AL, 5 SrelRIJE
2k 4352(Src homology domain 2, SH2)[*JSTATsE A5
SRR Ak, STATSTE Z AR 3K I 5 PR A BRYR B 45 & T
R BRAR, e A%, W SR R R P, AE
O AELHZAR, JAKS/STATAS 5 i i Be % 1 42 2 Ff 58
SER T A AR T dHBR ARSI 8 A ERIA,
Z5 T ODHUEE . G lEE R MF R R AR,

T8 R B, SF AR AT B8 0% 4 HITAK Y B K&
STAT{I B2 1k, BHWTTAK1/STAT3 /5 5 38 B 11135 1L,
W SHE LIRFFIFHONEESL 55, 17
NG ERREEESIMER R A, /K50 i
I HIJAK2/STAT3 A5 538 8% 135 1k, B AR & A7
H /> 2 -6(interleukin-6, 1L-6). TGF-o. y-T# &
(interferon-y, IFN-y) ) £ &, MR R,
T R B, T4t & (hydrogen sulfide, H,S) 238 4 R
WPEMF S N HIAK/STAT(E 5 il 85 0¢; HoSREASH]
HJAK12. STATI1356/) %1k, TR E . RAE
SN S AR R T, o8 B PR 1 MF AT T AR VR 9T 1
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B, LA 5T $R 7, JAK/STATYE 5 i #% fEMF
Bt B AR, BHIBTTAK/STATHS L AT A
MGEMF L

2.6 THEZETIESEESMF

E I TN A AZ K F-(nuclear factor of activated T-
cells, NFAT){E 5184 HCa* . 45 AWML (calcineurin,
CaN)FINFATH .. 40 i P9 i ik 2 ) Ca* g 5 CaN
A/BS ZRARGE A, A8 A 8 E K AR OO R
5V IR B ATE AL AT R FR, T EENFAT £ B R AL I
R R MR, 5 TR R0, T A A Ik
Ui SEHE R AT,

AW 78 R B0, 5 6 I CaN/NFATAE 5 B % 1
INCEsH IR i JRUR (. O UL A S 5 S IR P AT
FKIE, 1F FCFsH L™, 4 i A 4% 18 fICa® i HY
Z5 7 Z MmN m AR B I . R RO
AR, I8 55K FE 1 (angiotensin 11, Angll){i¢
HEAGTE I Ca” AN, FEMFI K 4 ; K FH SKF-
9636541l Ca* WL N\, BEHE 1 Angllif5 T [INFATc4
(%, % Angllifs S HIMFR. A FC I,
2 J B RE U5 38 INCFs N Ca? ¥R B A CaN) s 1, (e i3k
NFATC3 [F) #% W e #, 75 5 41 1R 3 58 458 H CaN#l
il 55 B RN AT HE e 02 410 1] Fi, 37 0 S 75 5 ) 4 P 3
FEPY,

2.7 Wnt{5Si@ESMF

Wnti2 — R, & A 194 2 T A F13A
%4 (Frz. LRP5/6. Ror/Ryk). B-i ¥ & A (p-
catenin) & T~ ZH i B 4L E 1 5%, £E ORI L
EEBAIRM. HET SR WntfE 58 % £ 20
5 2 1 [F)Wnt/B-cateninid 2% 1 1] 41 A A% 7% (planar
cell polarity, PCP) El Wnt/PCPiH . Wnt/Ca®"if
Z51AEMEEE. . T8 AT e RE
AR RERY . AR M, Wt E B85 2 AR Frz.
LRP5/645 & J1- 40 il B-catenin ¥ 1B 4K, f# B-catenindfE FH
FESH M 5T I % 22 A A%, 5 TEHMI R (T cell factor,
TCF)/itk B2 38 58 (K] -7 (lymphoid enhancing factor, LEF)
MEAEH, s N UK (Wp21. Cyclin DR
1K, S A R 5P

O A B 5T & B, 0 A8 J5 Wntl/B-cateninif # 7%
1k, 5| EB-cateninFIWnt1 3 1A 14 0, GSK-3pit ik g
s SR FH T Tt S 2 40 B0 R 1) DR RRBE AR, T, T
R 8 H S a-SMA R IE )8 /b, 401 Wntl/B-catenin
15 5 B0 U ZE G MF R JE AR ThRERY. A H

Tiff 98 & B, Wnt/B-cateninf5 5 i % /E N TGF-B T JiF
(RRE 51, X 42 CFs ) 404k SMF )R AR 12 B
H AR Y. TGF-BRE 8% e 2 Wnt7p i, 7 4 Wnt/
B-cateninfs 5 ; TGF-Bif L ¥l 1(TGF-B-activated
kinase 1, TAK1)HE 4% 1| TGF-Bi75 T Wnt 7 4, FH K
Whnt/B-cateninfs 5, 1| CFs[1 7 L HIMF 13 FEE
2.8 EZFMES 7 FMEFIEHLE

PLAE B 58 R I, O WL B N 2 4615 5 18 % e
WA EAEH, 25 HEMFR KA. L5 K
P, TGF-B1/Smadsfii TPI3K/Akt. MAPKsi #% 1) -
Ui, i R R B A A S TN B IR E 15 R TGF-BL/
Smads 1AL, BT BH W R ¥ PI3K/Akt. MAPKs 5 5,
AR R A &R, MEMF R, HE&EA
B2 & 52 R Tt 28 R WU . X R Eph I L A4, e 8 i& 1k
STAT3MITGF-B1/Smad3 5 5 3 i I 5 HAH HAE I,
i £ CFsal L B2 4E 40 Jd 73 4k, 75 MFR) & AEP7,
B W TR 2, IR 4 RE 9% P T TGF-B1/Smad2/3/
RhoAfE 58 4%, 1| TGF-B1i% S CFs /b s £F
Yedn P, SR, A B FE K B, TGE-BLE A il
JUURS ZT 4k 20 98 T2 1)/ F; TGF-B18E 5% 3% A Smad3
AMERK 1/2-Akt{5 5 38 i, 0] ML-FF VR v 5 - )
JVURSET 2 4 i ) R T2 00

T3 Ak, EH ALK BE 8 0 1 Akt Ak, BE BTN Ui
GSK3B15E =, #MHICFs7 40 B LB 41 4E 48 i, Lal
SEUURIT FE R B, GSK3BHE 15 Smad3 A FL A I 41 1
TGF-B1/Smad3 i #% )3 44, #0111 CFs[i] LA 2T 245 40
N #e AL, iR GSK3B- T BrSmad3 ) e = I 1 52 2 411
#], 5 FCFsla AL LT 45 40 i 2 B 44k . B S, Bly-
szczukZF I 5T K I, B-cateninFI TGF-B 115 518 4 1)
A& HAE FHAECFs o A UL T 4 4 i (i 75 b B
HE R AE T TAKTRE W R 5 WntdE H B 20 , 36
Wht/B-catenin{i 5, I | T4H A Al +-(TCF)/B-catenin
(1 %% 5% Re W A 1 TGF-B 175 3 LB 21 4 240 B 10 A2 1k o

% F- 52 44 38 18 25 M (transient receptor potential
channel, TRPC)#& /1 5 4f fiiCa*" A It 1) 75 65 475 3 3
T, eI O A 4E M 431k, TRPC3RE
% 7% {LNFATFIERK 1/238 #%, 1§42 CFsff1 531k, i &
B8 % . TGF-PAIAnglIfg % 3% b p38MAPK- IfiL
15 %4 i [R] -7 (serum response factor, SRF)if %, I if
TRPC6(#) 3 ik, TRPC6iF {LCa®-CaNill 1, 15 FCFs
SO e 40 B, b T &, GO LAH N A7
T E A IG5 W2 L [R5 B MP I R A2 Ko idh i
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3 FIMFA %S S5 S A

H R, I PR H B i MF R 25906 45 15 ik
F A AR BEWAE R SR A
TTRZWCERAIT . BTFEARATT). 1 K5k &1
SZARFERFIGVD L SRpD IR ) | W R A2 AR B0 (2
PTG A IR )SE . Bl 6 6 MEF & 2B 199 BEATL i &%
I3 FHLHI RN 7S, — 228 R 2 115 5 4 571
BT TT R R, AEK 22 Bl R R BIE 7T AT A T A4
AN B, A BRI R TN R — PR R

LY294002 /& PI3K/Akt(E 5 i #% FF 7 M 40 il
A, BEAEHI ) 20 3K 15 T PI3K/AKtIE % & 1k, &
I R 5 85 1 Al Caspase-3 1 3R 38, &3O IE 4245
R PR, (HLY 29400235 it 2, 5 5l d ik &
N, B AT E S AR AN S B, 3 A AR B,
PI3K Al 718 2 75 57 2 Ae 08 7)) filp- Akt 3R 18, ik
B0 5 0 IR D e 2 ELT. RhoA/Rhoid % 411 il
FNEET Hb R B8 IR B R s O IE D B 3R AL, o503
O AL, FE— DB TE R I, VAT /R 8 0 |
RhoA/Rhoif #1354k, 4% 40 i 1 Ca> 135 B, ik
ZEMF ) 3 F219, Y27632 /2 Rho K [ 1 g 111 1] 71,
G ATE AN B R g S NI U E S v i il
I HE S S CFs MY 5, X b PR P 0 U B A VB E
BB TR BT,

TR R 2 1o S A D 3 B 1 A 52 AR aperoxi-
some proliferators-activated receptors o, PPARa) ¥
B, fes M TAKL B85 8L 16, FHEITGF-BA T i
p38MAPK. NF-«Bf5 ‘5 id B, 4 i< i & 3 1) &
B, B ULAE S AR 5 FOMEYS [k 24 — B 0L
I H i TGF-B1/Smad215 5 18 2% [F13E AL, #|CFs
2 S B A R, JRERMIFY) . 4 TR 3 )3 i P A AngT
TGF-BIFIROSH) ™ 4, ##H|ROS/p38MAPK/TGF-B1
5T m R, Yk CFsI1 70 AR i SR 1 1) A2 B,
E, JHIMF & JEEY, SM165E —Ff 1R B0S & 4
filf5(activin like kinase 5, ALKS)4 1] 77, ALKS5AE 1
TGF-pififh, BEER AL T i I Smad2/3, PHHEMF[1) K& A
R J2; K HTGF-BHuik L SMI164E A T MFAL AL /N R,
RE 0% ek /b 24 W /5 5 1K) & B, JRCEMF; (H2, SMI16
HA R0 NUEE M, BEAE3E N 3h ) It 8 T Y,
AU HAHH 5C R I, FE BT 25 ) Serelaxinfie 1% 11 #| TGF-B1
(1R IE K Smad2 B IR AL, WMEFNE FIRK IS
AN RO VAT AR, HR TR — T I PR 56
Serelaxin A~ §E B AR 2P O T2 AE Bt 2 SR N O 525

e HAE T3, b E & 2RI

MAPKfE Si# S 5HEMF KA KIE, H
FHHIFHIPDIR0S59 W] 4111 1 [ Bl 175 CFs Ry 4 5 . F3 41,
B @ T M HIMAPKAS 5, WD TR R R & A )
G, BB SN E B RS S MFER, p38MAPK
1 FIFR 167653 #0 il p3SMAPK [ 3 2 1k, T 1 =
Til% T2 Mk W #% 1 1R (nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide
phosphate, NADPH) LIV £ (p22. p47. gp91) &
RAEH T (TNF-0. IL-1B. MCP-1)) 2232k, 4]k i
OLEF 44k, S vy I 1 O I 55 24 EL A TR 19
T AE P,

UM-20672 — FWnt3a/WntSa’)s 73 T ik 410 ] 551,
REZ DI Wnt3a/WntSa 5 45 H 8 45 &, PRI CILEE
FEAT 5K S VLR 2 40 i () i, 4O 3 )R DY
I IR 5 R IR, T U Sl - 2% e of e o S B A
TRIPE 5 1 I S0 -2 RE 62 4 il Wnt/B-cateninf{5 5 i
P, DT TR 5 A R, o3 0 JULARE B AH D% 1Y)
MEP, - 53 4b, CaNF S 1 10 i 771 20 70 25 A w40 ] g
Il 75 3 K R Co LT E AU AR Y CFs R S 5, AR
JR G A CaN ) %, 2 K BRMF I FER

4 NESRE

R EFTIR, AN £ %15 Sl 2 5 I EMER
KA R, BHWHE S g 1Sk, s S A
HIFRIE, I/ CFsi Ak S I I B DTS, SEZ8MEF
FIEFE. (HA2, 40N 1G5 7 S g — 12 %
HE T 4, A H R HlZ, SEMFREIT 4
ME DO AT . H AT, B WA S 5MER AR
5 S TR R FATY A T I R TR L B, DA
B a2, ARG IR I H o« R, IRAIRFT
MF & 2B WS 5 % AL B 9% 2% % Tl B 2 TR) [P R
Z, T T U1, A BT~ MFIE B
A3 THLH, NI PRMFRE [RYE T 2590 T R SR AL B
I/
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